
Domain: Language, Literacy, and Communications 
 
Component LLC 1-2: Listening and Understanding; Receptive Language 

Sub-
component Birth to 6 mos 6-15 mos 15-24 mos 2-3 years 3-4 years 4-5,  

K-readiness K Alignment 
Language 
comprehen-
sion 

L1.1 Turns toward 
and focuses on 
nearby adult  
caregiver who is 
speaking  

L1.2 Responds to 
both non-verbal 
and verbal cues 
 
 
L1.3 Responds to 
conversation,  
questions, and  
requests  

L1.4 Responds to 
increasingly  
complex sentenc-
es 
 
 

L1.5 Shows  
understanding of 
requests and 
statements  
referring to peo-
ple, objects, ide-
as, and feelings  

L1.6 Responds to 
direct questions 
and follows simple 
directions 

L1.7 Follows  
directions that  
involve two or 
more steps  

Follows basic oral  
direction 
(0.8.1.1.d)     
 
Follows agreed 
upon rules for dis-
cussions 
(0.8.1.1.a)  

  
L2.1 Visually at-
tends to caregiver 
actions and ges-
tures 

 
L2.2 Responds to 
a label of concrete 
objects and ac-
tions 

 
L2.3 Responds to 
descriptive  
language about  
objects, actions, 
and concepts 

 
L2.4 Points to or 
places an object 
in/out, under/over 
and top/bottom 
based on verbal 
cues 
 
L2.5 Responds to 
adult usage of ra-
re and precise 
words 

 
L2.6 Points to or 
places objects be-
fore, after, above, 
and below based 
on verbal cues 

 
L2.7 Responds to 
increasingly  
complex  
prepositional  
directions 

 
Follows basic oral 
direction 
(0.8.1.1.d) 
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Component LLC 3-5: Communicating and Speaking; Expressive Language 
Sub-

component Birth to 6 mos 6-15 mos 15-24 mos 2-3 years 3-4 years 4-5,  
K-readiness K Alignment 

Social  
conversa-
tion 

L3.1 Coos and  
gurgles, babbles, 
and imitates facial 
expressions to  
caregivers 
 
 
L3.2 Initiates con-
versation through 
body movements  

L3.3 Uses 
sounds, gestures, 
or actions to 
communicate and 
express needs 
and wants 
  
L3.4 Vocalizes 
with variations in 
intonation in re-
sponse to objects, 
people, or activi-
ties   
 

L3.5 Uses words, 
approximations, 
or signs to ex-
press  
basic wants and 
needs  
 
L3.6 Participates 
in social interac-
tions though reci-
procity in conver-
sations                                                                                

L3.7 Uses 
sounds, signs, 
words, phrases 
for  
purposes beyond 
wants and needs 
 
L3.8 Begins to 
ask "why" ques-
tions 
 
 
 
L3.9 Initiates con-
versations with 
others  

L3.10 Initiates 
and sustains  
conversations 
with comments or 
 questions 
 

L3.11 Engages in 
conversations to 
negotiate, share, 
plan, and solve 
problems 
 
 
L3.12 Asks and  
answers ques-
tions in order to 
seek help or get  
information 

Continue a con-
versation through 
multiple exchang-
es (0.8.1.1.b)  
 
Ask and answer 
questions in order 
to seek help, get 
information, or 
clarify something 
that is not under-
stood (0.8.3.3) 

Vocabulary 
and syntax 

L4.1 Imitates and 
repeats pitch and 
duration of  
caregiver  
vocalizations 

L4.2 Uses a few 
words or word  
approximations to 
represent con-
cepts  
 
 
L4.3 Names a few 
objects and peo-
ple 

L4.4 Constructs 
simple two-word 
sentences (object 
and action)    
 
 
 
L4.5 Rapidly  
increases use and 
number of sounds 
and words 

L4.6 Uses  
increasingly  
complex and var-
ied vocabulary 
and  
language  
 
L4.7 Rapidly  
increases use of  
descriptive words 

L4.8 Shares  
information about 
experiences,  
people, places, 
and things using 
short sentences  
 
L4.9 Uses  
increasingly pre-
cise  
adverbs  
 
 
L4.10 Uses more 
new and precise 
words 

L4.11 Uses  
sentences that  
express logical  
relationships  
between concepts 
 
 
L4.12 Uses  
increasingly spe-
cific language to 
name objects and 
their features and  
functions  

Describe familiar  
people places, 
things, and events 
and, with prompt-
ing and support, 
provide additional 
detail (0.8.4.4)  
                         
Identify new  
meanings for fa-
miliar words and 
apply them accu-
rately (0.10.4.4)  
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Component LLC 3-5 (continued): Communicating and Speaking; Expressive Language 
Sub-

component Birth to 6 mos 6-15 mos 15-24 mos 2-3 years 3-4 years 4-5,  
K-readiness K Alignment 

Grammar  L5.1 Imitates  
animal and other 
environmental 
sounds during 
play and interac-
tions 

L5.2 Uses two to 
three related 
words together 
 

L5.3 Uses some 
auxiliary verbs in 
everyday conver-
sation 
 
 
L5.4 Demon-
strates variation in 
verb tenses  

L5.5 Expands use 
of new nouns and 
pronouns   
 
 
 
L5.6 Uses some 
past tense verbs 
correctly 

L5.7 Shares  
information se-
quentially about 
experiences,  
people, places, 
and things  

Speak audibly 
and express 
thoughts, feelings, 
and ideas clearly, 
and responds to 
poems, rhymes 
and songs 
(0.8.6.6) 
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Component LLC 6-14: Emergent Reading 
Sub-

component Birth to 6 mos 6-15 mos 15-24 mos 2-3 years 3-4 years 4-5,  
K-readiness K Alignment 

Motivation, 
engagement 

L6.1 Shows en-
joyment in being 
read to and 
shown  
pictures 

L6.2 Vocalizes 
while looking at 
text or images 

L6.3 Relates an  
object in a book or 
print to the real  
object 

L6.4 Shows inter-
est in both pic-
tures and text 
 
 
 
L6.5 Requests or 
selects favorite 
texts 

L6.6 Shows  
persistence with 
longer and more 
complex narra-
tives and informa-
tional text 
 
 
 
 

L6.7 Actively  
participates in  
reading activities 
with enjoyment 
and purpose 

Actively partici-
pates in group 
reading activities 
with purpose and  
understanding in-
cluding the ap-
propriate selection 
of text for person-
al enjoyment, in-
terest and aca-
demic tasks 
(0.1.10.10) 

    
L7.1 Points to a 
few pictures in 
books and in re-
sponse to adult 
questions 
 
L7.2 Demon-
strates interest 
and involvement 
with books and 
other print materi-
als 

 
L7.3 Imitates  
reading 

 
L7.4 Focuses on 
a book while  
attending to the 
reader 

 
L7.5 Offers a  
personal re-
sponse to stories 
read aloud 
 

 
L7.6 Retells famil-
iar stories using 
the book as a 
guide  

 
Actively partici-
pates in group 
reading activities 
with purpose and 
understanding in-
cluding the ap-
propriate selection 
of text for person-
al enjoyment, in-
terest and aca-
demic tasks 
(0.1.10.10) 
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Component LLC 6-14 (continued): Emergent Reading 
Sub-

component Birth to 6 mos 6-15 mos 15-24 mos 2-3 years 3-4 years 4-5,  
K-readiness K Alignment 

Phonologi-
cal aware-
ness 

L8.1 Looks at  
caregiver’s lips 
and face when 
caregiver is 
speaking 

L8.2 Shows inter-
est in songs, 
rhymes, chants, 
and stories 

L8.3 Imitates 
sounds heard in 
the immediate  
environment 

L8.4 Repeats  
different sounds in 
rhymes and famil-
iar words  

L8.5 Shows inter-
est in and associ-
ates sounds with 
words  
 
 
L8.6 Playfully  
explores sounds, 
words, and  
language, includ-
ing rhyme and  
alliteration 
 

L8.7 Generates 
and describes 
sound patterns in  
language and 
within individual 
words 

Demonstrate  
understanding of 
spoken words,  
syllables, and 
sounds (pho-
nemes) (0.3.0.0)  

  
L9.1 Attends to 
sounds in the  
environment and 
the spoken  
language from  
caregivers 

 
L9.2 Differentiates 
sounds used by 
speakers of 
child’s native 
(home)  
language 

 
L9.3 Identifies 
sounds heard in 
the immediate  
environment  
 
 

 
L9.4 Distin-
guishes between 
spoken language 
and other envi-
ronmental sounds 
 
L9.5 Listens,  
remembers, and 
says previously 
heard words, 
songs, and 
rhymes 

  
L9.6 Detects and 
manipulates the 
sounds in spoken 
language,  
independent of 
meaning  

 
Demonstrate  
understanding of 
spoken words,  
syllables, and 
sounds (pho-
nemes) (0.3.0.0)  

Letter  
recognition 

L10.1 Visually  
discriminates  
between familiar 
and unfamiliar 
faces 

L10.2 Shows in-
terest in familiar  
photos, pictures, 
and drawings 

L10.3 Recognizes 
familiar photos,  
pictures, drawings  

L10.4 Recognizes 
symbols, colors, 
and shapes 

L10.5 Points to 
and names some 
letters (especially 
in their own 
name) 

L10.6 Recognizes 
how features of a 
letter combine to 
make a specific  
letter  
 
L10.7 Differenti-
ates between let-
ters and other 
symbols 

Recognize and 
name all upper 
and lower case 
letters of the  
alphabet 
(0.3.1.1.d)  
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Component LLC 6-14 (continued): Emergent Reading 
Sub-

component Birth to 6 mos 6-15 mos 15-24 mos 2-3 years 3-4 years 4-5,  
K-readiness K Alignment 

Concepts of 
print 

L11.1 Explores 
book by grasping 
and bringing to 
mouth to suck and 
chew 
  
L11.2 Attempts to 
hold cardboard 
books with both 
hands 

L11.3 Turns pag-
es of board books 

L11.4 Turns book 
or text right side-
up  

L11.5 Identifies 
front and back of 
book    
 
 
 
L11.6 Demon-
strates under-
standing that print 
carries meaning 
                      

L11.7 Looks at 
books or shares 
them moving from 
front to back  

L11.8 Recognizes 
some features of 
a book and con-
ventions of print   
 
 
L11.9 Demon-
strates knowledge 
that English print 
is left to right and 
top to bottom 
 
L11.10 Points to 
words and letters 
in the environ-
ment and labels 
or asks “what 
does it say?” 

Demonstrates  
understanding of 
the organization 
and basic features 
of print (0.3.1.1.a-
d) 

Comprehen-
sion of nar-
rative text 

  L12.1 Attends to 
stories read aloud 

L12.2 Under-
stands stories 
read or told  

L12.3 Asks and  
answers ques-
tions during story  
reading     
 

L12.4 Retells  
important  
information from a 
story 

L12.5 Predicts 
what will happen 
next in a story us-
ing words or 
drawings 

With prompting 
and support, iden-
tify characters, 
settings and major 
events in a story 
(0.1.3.3)  

     
L13.1 Talks 
about, gestures, 
or points to char-
acters and events 
during reading or  
storytelling 
 
L13.2 Relates an 
object in story to 
the real world 

 
L13.3 Acts out, 
draws, or de-
scribes aspects of 
a story 
 

 
L13.4 Recounts 
simple stories and 
experiences relat-
ed to own life 

 
L13.5 Retells a 
story using a vari-
ety of media, ma-
terials, and props 

 
With prompting 
and support, retell  
familiar stories,  
including key de-
tails (0.1.2.2           
0.2.1.1, 0.2.2.2, 
0.2.3.3) 
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Component LLC 6-14 (continued): Emergent Reading 
Sub-

component Birth to 6 mos 6-15 mos 15-24 mos 2-3 years 3-4 years 4-5,  
K-readiness K Alignment 

Comprehen-
sion of  
information-
al text 

    L14.1 Talks 
about, gestures, 
or points to char-
acters and events 
during  
reading 
 
L14.2 Relates an 
object in text to 
the real world 

L14.3 Can identify 
and describe 
basic information 
from the text 

L14.4 Responds 
to and uses  
vocabulary related 
to the key con-
cepts in the text 
 

L14.5 Restates 
and describes the  
concepts and  
explanations from 
the text  

With prompting 
and support ask 
and answer ques-
tions about key 
details in a text   
(0.1.1.1) 

 
 
  

2013-14 ECIPs Revision: Public Draft   Page 7  



Component LLC 15: Writing 
Sub-

component Birth to 6 mos 6-15 mos 15-24 mos 2-3 years 3-4 years 4-5,  
K-readiness K Alignment 

Writing  
conventions 
 
 

L15.1 Grasps and 
squeezes a toy or 
object 
 
 
 
L15.2 Uses hand 
or feet to make a  
connection with  
objects or people      
  

L15.3 Coordi-
nates eye and 
hand movements 
and has control 
over grasp  

L15.4 Uses small 
muscles to do  
simple tasks 

L15.5 uses  
scribbles, shapes, 
pictures to  
represent thought 
and ideas   
 
L15.6 Demon-
strates interest in 
writing as a way 
of communicating  

L15.7 Uses letter-
like symbols to 
make letters or 
words   
 
 
L54.8 Uses draw-
ing to represent 
writing 
           

L15.9 Writes own 
name and high  
interest words  
 
 
 
L15.10 Under-
stand there are 
different purposes 
for writing (stories, 
lists, signs, etc.)  
 
L15.11 Uses letter 
and/or letter-like 
symbols to  
communicate  
information and 
ideas 
 
L15.12 Uses in-
vented spelling 
 
L15.13 Uses 
drawing to com-
municate a mes-
sage 
 
L15.14 Uses pic-
tures, letters or 
letter-like symbols 
to compose origi-
nal stories 

Use a combina-
tion of drawing, 
dictating, and writ-
ing to narrate a 
single event or  
several loosely 
linked events, tell 
about the events 
in the order in 
which they oc-
curred, and pro-
vide a reaction to 
what happened 
(0.6.3.3) 
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Domain: Social and Emotional Development 
The development of the ability to approach the world with a sense of trust and emotional security 

 
Component SE 1-3: Self and Emotional Awareness 

Subcomponent 1 year 2 years 3 Years 4-5 years, K entry 

Confidence:  
Development of knowing 
“I am capable, I can  
experiment, I can make 
mistakes and I can move 
on” 
 

S1.1 Independently 
prompts caregiver to meet 
basic needs  
 
 
S1.2 Uses voice and/or 
body to show likes and dis-
likes 
  

S1.3 Independently at-
tempts new challenges or 
activities that may or may 
not be  
successful 
 
S1.4 Checks with and ac-
cepts support from adult or  
caregiver when necessary  
 
 

S1.5 Demonstrates or de-
scribes personal skills, 
likes, or dislikes 
 
 
S1.6 Seeks adult assis-
tance to meet needs or 
solve  
problems 
 
S1.7 Seeks out available  
resources uses them  
appropriately 

S1.8 Demonstrates  
confidence in a range of  
abilities and expresses 
pride in accomplishments 
 
S1.9 Knows resources are 
available and how to use 
them  

Self-awareness:  
Understanding and  
appreciation of his or her 
uniqueness in one’s  
family, community,  
culture and the world 
 

S2.1 Explores the world 
and environment around 
self and how things work 

S2.2 Demonstrates  
awareness of self as sepa-
rate from others 

S2.3 Identifies self as part 
of the family, culture,  
community, and/or other 
group  
 
S2.4 Describes or labels 
self as a boy or girl 

S2.5 Demonstrates  
knowledge of family  
celebrations/ traditions and 
expectations 
 
 

Emotions: Learning 
about own emotions, 
others’ emotions, and 
how their emotions 
translate into reactions 
and behaviors  
 
 

S3.1 Expresses emotions 
through facial expressions, 
sounds, and gestures  
 
 
 
S3.2 Reads and responds 
to emotions displayed by 
others 

S3.3 Expresses feelings, 
needs, and wants with  
non-verbal communication, 
vocalizations, and a few 
words  
 
S3.4 Associates emotions 
with words and expres-
sions 

S3.5 Recognizes and  
describes own emotions  
 
 
 
 
S3.6 Shows some under-
standing of others’ emo-
tions 

S3.7 Uses words to ex-
press emotions  
 
 
 
 
S3.8 Responds to others’ 
emotions  
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Component SE 4-5: Self-Management 
Subcomponent 1 year 2 years 3 Years 4-5 years, K entry 

Managing thinking: The 
developing ability to  
manage attention and 
thoughts 

S4.1 Briefly attends to  
environmental stimuli 
 
 
 
S4.2 Indicates a choice  
physical or vocal response  
 
   
 
 

S4.3 Attention is focused 
on preferred items and  
experiences 
 
 
S4.4 Chooses from a lim-
ited number of options 
within their environment 
 
S4.5 Responds to choices 
and limits  
 
S4.6 Can anticipate, and  
follow simple routines 
 

S4.7 Increasingly attends 
to both familiar and new  
objects and experiences  
 
 
S4.8 Chooses from a vari-
ety options within the  
environment 
 
 

S4.9 Attends for longer  
periods and persists 
through a broad range of 
adult-directed and child-
initiated activities 
 
S4.10 Makes self-directed 
choices from a greater  
variety of options 
 
S4.11 Responds to sooth-
ing or redirection when 
playing or learning experi-
ence does not go as ex-
pected 
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Component SE 4-5 (continued): Self-Management 
Subcomponent 1 year 2 years 3 Years 4-5 years, K entry 

Managing emotions and 
behaviors: The develop-
ing ability to manage  
emotions, impulses, and 
behaviors with assis-
tance from others and  
independently 
 

S5.1 Uses simple behav-
iors, objects or movements 
to comfort and calm self 
with caregiver assistance 
 
 
 
S5.2 Communicates needs 
or wants to adults using 
simple gestures, sign lan-
guage or vocalizations  
 
 
 
S5.3 Uses vocalizations, 
sign language or gestures 
to gain adult help to allevi-
ate discomfort or distress  
 
 
 
S5.4 Responds to adult  
efforts to calm or soothe  

S5.5 Uses several behav-
iors, objects, or move-
ments to comfort self  
 
 
 
 
S5.6 Expands use of sign  
language, gestures, and a 
few words or phrases to  
communicate needs, 
wants, preferences and 
discomforts to adults   
 
S5.7 Actively seeks adult 
help using vocalizations, 
gestures or some words 
when feeling strong emo-
tions, either  
positive or negative   
 
S5.8 Anticipates and ac-
tively avoids or ignores sit-
uations that cause discom-
fort   
 
 
 
 
S5.9 Follows simple rou-
tines, expectations and 
boundaries to help man-
age their  
emotions and behavior   
 
S5.10 Able to tolerate brief 
delays of getting needs or 
wants met  

S5.11 Uses a wide variety 
of self-comforting behav-
iors 
 
 
 
 
 
S5.12 Communicates spe-
cific needs, wants, and 
discomfort to adults   
 
 
 
S5.13 Anticipates the need 
for comfort and tries to  
prepare themselves for 
changes in routine   
 
 
 
S5.14 Follows simple  
expectations to manage 
emotions and behaviors, 
but may require reminders 
or assistance, particularly 
during more intense feel-
ings or circumstances 
 
S5.15 Able to wait for a 
short period of time to ob-
tain something desired  

S5.16 Consistently calms 
self when feeling strong  
emotions, discomfort with 
only occasional adult  
guidance and assistance 
needed   
 
S5.17 Independently ex-
press feelings, needs, 
opinions, and desires in 
appropriate ways  
 
 
 
S5.18 Follows expecta-
tions established to man-
age feelings and behaviors 
with necessary reminders 
or assistance   
 
 
S5.19 Demonstrates the  
ability to delay gratification 
for longer periods of time  
 
 
 
 
 
S5.20 Demonstrates  
understanding of rules, 
roles, jobs, and relation-
ships in families and the 
community 
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Component SE 6-8: Social Understanding and Relationships 
Subcomponent 1 year 2 years 3 Years 4-5 years, K entry 

Social responsiveness: 
The ability to notice and  
respond to others and 
their emotions 

S6.1 Shows interest or re-
acts to emotions of others 
 
 
 
S6.2 Responds to the  
emotional tone and actions 
of others 
 

S6.3 Imitates the emotions 
and expressions of others 
 
 
 
S6.4 Demonstrates some  
individual response to the 
emotional tone of others 

S6.5 Identifies basic  
emotional cues of others 
 
 
 
S6.6 Demonstrates con-
cern for others through ef-
forts to help or comfort  

S6.7 Shows understand-
ing, empathy and compas-
sion for others through 
words or gestures 
 
S6.8 Labels the emotions 
of others  

Building relationships: 
The ability to establish 
and sustain relationships 
with others 
 

S7.1 Demonstrates a  
preference for a trusted 
adult   
 
S7.2 Notices or responds 
to others 

S7.3 Displays preferences 
for one or more adults or  
children 
 
S7.4 Shows some aware-
ness and/or caution with 
unfamiliar adults  
  
S7.5 Uses trusted adult(s) 
as a base from which to 
explore 

S7.6 Seeks out familiar 
adults and children for 
conversation and play 
 
S7.7 Manages routine  
separations without  
decreasing amount of dis-
tress  
 
 

S7.8 Engages with adults 
and peers, sharing infor-
mation and activities  
 
 

Social skills: The ability 
to respond to and inter-
act with others in a  
meaningful way 

S8.1 Notices others and 
chooses similar materials 
and/or copies actions  

S8.2 Play with others in a 
parallel manner 
 
 
 
S8.3 Recognizes similari-
ties and differences be-
tween self and others 

S8.4 Can enter play 
groups using various strat-
egies 
 
 
S8.5 Seeks a preferred  
playmate based on  
similarities and differences. 
 
 
S8.6 Shows flexibility in 
roles during play  

S8.7 Initiates, joins and  
sustains cooperative play 
and conversation with oth-
ers 
 
S8.8 Displays concern,  
respect, care, and  
appreciation for others and 
the environment  
 
S8.9 Actively helps to 
solve problems with others 
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